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Stories and Conversations to Forge a Vision for Health Care

In his collection of essays, Dr. Michael Attas addresses the most pressing 
questions in medicine today through the lens of the medical humanities. 
Individually, each story of illness, medicine, and healing provides a tiny, 
fragmented glimpse into the heart of a problem. Collectively, the stories 
forge together to help physicians, patients, and other healthcare participants 
find their way to compassionate, humane health care—and, ultimately, 
healing for all. 
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BOOK ANNOUNCEMENT

“In a time of radical change in health care, when the very 
practice of medicine is in question, Dr. Attas shows us 
that the essential relationship is between the patient and 
the physician.”

— United States Ambassador Lyndon L. Olson, Jr. 

“Candid, transparent, and provocative, helping us understand 
how the science and art of medicine intersect. A must-read 
for anyone entering or serving in health care.” 

— Joel T. Allison, FACHE, Retired CEO,  
Baylor Scott and White Health

Senior Advisor, Robbins Institute for Health Policy and Leadership

“Reclaims ancient wisdom and offers a new vision. I hope 
every clinician reads it.”

— Kerry Egan, MDiv, Author of On Living

“An important conversation about the future of health care, 
reminding future healthcare professionals of their sacred duty 
to care for patients and urging us all to build a healthcare 
system based on compassion, wisdom, and justice.” 

— Lauren Barron, MD
Director, Medical Humanities Program, Baylor University

MICHAEL ATTAS, MDiv, MD, 
is a renowned cardiologist, 
retired Episcopal priest, 
and founder of the Medical 
Humanities Program at Baylor 
University, the first program of 
its kind in the United States. His 
revised and expanded essays 
on contemporary healthcare 
issues first appeared in the 
Waco Tribune-Herald.
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